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The Context: Latin American insertion into globalization
As in many other parts of the world, the neoliberal wave spreading  during the 80s-90s gave Latin America as only choice  to attain development  to enter the  global markets. This required to find a niche of competitiveness and most countries in the region decided that their competitive advantage  would be low salaries and access to raw materials. Cheap labour opened the doors for the massive entrance of women into labour markets. 

Cheap labour and women as part of this integration
This was specially the case regarding industries. The local ones that in the case of Mexico had been created since the 1960s disappeared, they were not able to survive massive imports of cheap consumer products. New industries, the so called maquiladoras, assembling factories, part of the global chains of production, arose both in Mexico and Central America. These were American and later European owned industries that in the case of Mexico established themselves in most sectors (car industries, electronics, chemicals, textiles etc) along the border area separating  Mexico from the US. In Central America these industries remained in the textile sector and were nationally owned but working for American brands. In both cases, the labour force was feminized, in the beginning with a higher amount of women than men among the workers but later on, specially in the case of Mexico, feminized in the sense of a growing amount of male workers but with low salaries and precarious working conditions.
Part of this integration into globalization was also the shaping of agro-industry for export.  In the case of Mexico it depended for  many of its tasks on female and child labour from indigenous groups, seasonal migrants from many regions in the country. This kind of labour confirmed the trends of feminization-deterioration of labour markets affecting the most marginal and vulnerable groups in society.
The bad working conditions and low salaries have continued up to now, In the Mexican case most maquila industries and agro-industry sectors lack  honest, real trade unions that can defend the workers interests. This has started to change with the modernized NAFTA agreement that demands respect and freedom for such labour organizations but these changes are extremely slow and most maquila owners are reluctant to accept them. In the case of Central America there are more trade unions but they are also weak, too small or corrupt to really defend workers’ interests. Moreover, in recent years, Central America has been losing maquila industries that are moving to even cheaper regions. This situation, together with prevailing violence, has been one of the reasons behind the waves of migrants coming from both Central America and Mexico trying to reach the US.
The case of the Mexico-TMEC- NAFTA 2 and EU-Mex Assoc agreement
Both NAFTA and the EU-Mexico agreements have been mechanisms accelerating the process described above. These mechanisms have encouraged investments in the areas already described in order to reach the American market in more competitive conditions trying to beat Chines imports to the same market. The unique combination of  the so called free trade and protected investment has made it very lucrative for American and European enterprises to increase their profits at the cost of labour exploitation and environmental degradation of many areas in Mexico. The new modernized treaty has areas that benefit European interests far more that Mexican ones, specially among small enterprises,  consumers and the environment. One such example is  the new rule around public procurement at all levels, from the federal to the municipal one in all the country. This rule may encourage  a process of outsourcing where middle and small Mexican business risk being left out of competition by bigger and more powerful European firms. This is already happening in the big macro projects initiated by the present Mexican government, like the Interoceanic corridor in Southern Mexico where several American and European  corporations are already competing for profitable concessions within this public procurement. On the other hand, this macro project at the Tehuantepec isthmus is already being rejected by the local population in massive protests led by women.
In conclusion, free trade agreements have triggered a process of rapid change  that has created another type of industrialization, mainly foreign owned, with new kind of  feminized jobs, that is to say, employment with cheap salaries and deteriorated working conditions, with scarce possibilities for labour to organize. Moreover, this kind of industrialization and agro-Industries have also been rather negative for the environment and the health of workers and local populations. Women have specially suffered these consequences in their role as care-givers, workers, small entrepreneurs and consumers
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