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   7 November 2016, Belgiium    Dear Turkish government,    WIDE+ strongly condemns the arrests of Diyarbakir’s Co-Mayors Gültan Kışanak and Fırat Anlı and demands their immediate release. They were arrested on 30 October, after having been detained for five days on 'terrorism' charges.  We at WIDE+ have monitored Turkey's blatant human rights abuses - especially against its Kurdish population - for many years now. This newest wave of arrests is a further and intolerable step in Turkey's ongoing crackdown on elected officials, and a disgraceful attack on the last democratic institutions in Turkey.  Gültan Kışanak and Fırat Anlı are crucial figures in a political movement that tries to find peaceful solutions to the country's many pressing questions. This arrest is a clear effort of the Turkish state not only to close the last remaining democratic spaces in Turkey, but also to weaken the Kurdish women's movement in particular. Gültan Kışanak is a leading figure in the Kurdish women's rights movement, a representative for many women who have been fighting tirelessly against the many forms of violence women face in Turkey, and for a more equal and just society across the country.  WIDE+ is outraged at the unlawful arrest of Gültan Kışanak and Fırat Anlı, and we are sending a loud message of protest to the Turkish authorities. We strongly urge the government of Turkey to release Gültan Kışanak and Mr. Fırat Anlı with immediate effect, as well as releasing all other co-mayors and imprisoned activists such as KJA's spokesperson Ayla Akat.  In solidarity with all imprisoned municipal representatives, journalists and activists in Turkey,    WIDE+  WIDE+ is a Europe-based network of gender and feminist specialists, women’s rights advocates, activists, researchers and women’s rights and development organizations. It is an international  non-profit association registered under Belgian Law. It works through interlinked strategies of policy analysis, movement building (enhancing capacity and enabling networking) and advocacy  informed by a feminist perspective: https://wideplus.org/  


